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Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

 For dwellings with an attached garage or fuel fired appliances, carbon monoxide (CO) alarms are required. 
Most building permits requiring interior access will include a smoke and CO alarm inspection. Before calling 
for a Final inspection it is the responsibility of the permit applicant to ensure that all alarms are properly 
placed, installed, and functioning.  

SMOKE DETECTORS are required:  

 One in each sleeping room. And; 
 One on each habitable level. This includes basements and attics.  

Example for habitable levels with sleeping rooms: an alarm shall be placed 
inside each sleeping room, and one outside of the sleeping room(s) in the 
immediate vicinity (usually a hallway). 
 

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) ALARMS are required:  

 One on each level containing sleeping rooms.  

The alarm shall be placed not more than 10 feet from any sleeping room 
entry. This means one CO detector may cover multiple rooms if it is within 
10’ of all the doorways. Or, it may require more than one CO be installed 
on a level so that every sleeping room entry has one within 10’. 
 
General Requirements & Recommendations 

 A combination Smoke/CO alarm may be used to fulfill both  
the Smoke and CO alarm location requirements. 

 Smoke & CO alarms have a maximum life span of 10 years. 

 If avoidable, do not place smoke detectors within 3’ of a bathroom 
door opening, or within 20’ of a cooking appliances. 

 In all new construction, and in existing construction where  
alterations or repairs expose adequate framing, smoke alarms must be 
hard wired and interconnected so that the activation of one alarm will 
activate all of the interconnected alarms.  

The Fire Dept offers free home 

safety surveys to residents! 
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